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ACTIVIST FEMINIST DURING THE 70's

When | was a teachericounselsr
fof many years in California, | never
hesitated to speak to any student. make
or female about their sexual problems -
of any protems that they may have had,
Luctiw,mmdguammmﬂyau
naadodmmﬂnsp-eanm.aynung
Elack teacher and | wene ones you could
frust. We fried to give the students good
counseling and advise. We helped in
anyway we could, andapuﬂmanybng
hours after school with them. The last ten
years of my teaching career a law was
enactad. which | believe still exists, Ag
they say in *Gringalandia®, | walked on
thin ice many a time. The law stated, that
if @ teacher or any school oficial was told
by a student that she had been molestad
Of was pregnant she was to report the
incident to authorities. | didn't give a good
rat-fuck about the Law. | fell that this was
an unjust low, and that these student's
Mmmnmmwm
o us for help and trusted us not to tell
on them. Maost young ladies were mature
encugh o realize that they couldn't
passibly tike care of a child yet, and that
mdidn'tmmr#ymhmuwlhﬁr
boyiriend. The young wamen would tell us
when and if they had had abortions. Ve
counseled them o see a doclor before,
during and after their pregnancy, so that

if they did have the child, both mother
and child had a better chance at being in
better health.,

I also helped some young men who
suspected that they had contacted
wenereal diseases by taking them fo
the local County hospitals for treatment,
after school Sometimes they would
embarrassingly fell me that they had
a physical problem, and then | would
ask them what their symploms were. it
sounded to me like V0. They were so
young and frightened they were ashamed
to even speak to a doctor or to the male
school counselors about their problems,
Years later, each student thal | had
helped, returned while | was still teaching
and thanked me profusely for having
helped tham. Notmuilbemwaam
forlheampsﬂmflmdmiatummtmtnf
a problem they had commitied while stiil
50 young. As a matter of fact, it seemed
to help them grow up and become mone
responsible about thedr future actions.

When | had to take a student te the V.0,
clifiic we were sent io the venereal dissase
pimps. The clerks and doctors thought
that | was the young person's mother.
I'would go into the docter's office with
them if they wanted me to. I'll never forget
the time, a young bearded doctor came
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out after examinang one of my students
who was aboul sideean years old. We
waied three hours to see the doctor. As
thet young man sat leaning against me,
the doctor shouted across the waiting
room, “Yeah, you've got it, come weekly
to take the treatment with shots, and
take these pills daily, And remember no
sex for awhile, until you come out clean!
The young man and | walked out of the
waiting room into the outér cormdor whibe
he: cried quistly. | tried 1o apologize for the
crudity of the doclor's behavior by saying
that he was probably new, and had nat
leamed how to treat young people maore
discreetly yet. | asked the secretary if |
could use the lelephone. She said that
the telephone was not for patient use. 1
grabbed the phone anyway and called the
head hospital administratos whom | knew.
| todd him that evening al our weekly
hospital board meeting | wanied twenty
minutes or 50 on the agenda. | ook the
kid home and iold his mother that we
were Lale as our Chicano soccer team had
a late practice. | went back to the hospital
immediately, | was one of two lay people
on the board at that hospital and | was
about 45 minutes late. Meedless to say, |
walked into the room with sparks shooting
out of my eyes. | it into the hospital's
director and the member deciors present
regarding the V.D. doctor incident. The
group already knew that | could explode
like a volcano. The hospitals director was
also the president of the hospital board. |
explained that no wonder Raza was not
utsdizng the hospitals facilities, when we
were ireated so poordy. They prefared to
@0 the county hospital in Oakland some
40 miles away, where they were treated
by many minority doctors, personne

and nurses with respect and dignity.
The young doctor was reprimanded by
being written up, and was sent to another
county facilty.

That previous incident, among many
olfers, helped me and other Chicano
aclivists to insist that the county hospital
being in a Latino Health Clinic and a
Latino Mental Health Clinic into Hayward,
California. There were hone in Hayward,
and Hayward was the hub of the county,
with 25% or more of the populace who
were Raza. Both of which are still in
use today. thank Ged. | had to fight like
hell, and did a lot of statistical research
after school holidays and on week ends.
Al first the public health officials did not
allow me fo use their hospital studies
o repor to the state and federal health
department in order to receive funding
They said that they were oo technical,
that | couldn't possibly understand them.
| informed them, that | was bom and
raised in California, and that | had a few
degrees. Man, each of the four books
of studies must have weighed about
ten pounds each. The huge books were
copies of studies on hospital health, and
building codes made every len years
to governmental agencies in the field
of health. | almost went blind reading
them and taking notes. | think | even got
hemorrhoids siting for so long a Bme
while studying. Luckily, the head of the
County Health systern at the time was an
old friend of mine who had been a school
administrator in the school district that |
had taught in and was receplive to our

| studied for two months, and then
| went o the Chicano Legal Aid Office
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with my case. | spoke 1o 8 Young gringa
lawyer, who spoke Spanish, Her name
was Mandy Hawes. She was impressed
by my findings, and said she woisld
work with me, as we had a good case
for bringing in Raza Clinics, Thank you
Mandy, wherever you are, YOuU  were
faiper professional and did a great job
when we had to confront the people in
the Public Health field, By being active
in the Chicano Community, | hag plenty
of community support from Raga and
Anglos. | was called “El Terremoto” by
some, which meant earthquake, For
the 5.F. bay area, that tile was a sign
of true respact. | wasn't afraid o speak
o any group, reporters, or on neither
Wmmd‘ia.ldim*tgiveampmse
toes | had to step on in order to bring in
the much-needed clinics. The thing that
clouds the joy of helping my COMmunity
msﬁatlmmmrlﬂlmmﬂlmﬂ
pay. Some people may have Quessed, but
the: subject was never broached. Perhaps
they wanted to spare my feelings, or we
were all just too damned busy o discuss
who slept with whom.

As they say, ‘It's the squeaky wheal
thal gets the grease” and we “greasers™
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Midrweﬁhhanﬂsmmwmmw
behind our backs), get plenty of grease
that time. We were granted a Mental
Health Clinic, and an oul reach Health
Clinic of the hospital. Faciies, such
as buildings near the Chicano areas,
Spamish  speaking  staff, SECretanss,
doclors and nurses. | was asked by the
Hospitals Chief Health administrator if |
kmew of “qualified” doctors and nurses, |
had heard of a young Chicano graduating
from a Medical schoal in Michigan. He
was contacted and hired. One of my
students told me that her mather needed
a job, as she had been laid off at a local
hospital as a nurse's aida. | inguned what
her qualifications were. She had been a
surgical nurse for years in South America,
but knew wvery lithe English. Neediess
1o say, the lady was hired as a surgical
merse. The hospital administrator wrode
me a note the following year, with a
copy of the ladies evaluation. It had an
excellent rating, except that she should
brush up a little on her Englizh.
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