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ON THE QUESTION OF THE CHICANO FAMILY

Aspacts on the Chiceno Family

In the history of the Chicsno Movement and the Chiceno people,
the family has always played an important role in our cultural,
soclal and politicel organization ancd has been en important factor
in our essence as a people, as opposed to anglo society, which
placed much less emphasis on the family, especially the extended
Tamily, and in the recent time period has even established the type
of social organization which is cetrimental to the nuclear fa-
mily, as feminists establish the concepts of endérogeny and and

- homoseruals attempt to break down the barriers of heterosexuality

and the . pressures for non-standard homosexual familes and the

attack on the religious values of the family and the basis of

the family.

Many of the leftist organizations are, under the inflence of

Xerl Marx's Origins of the Family, Private Property snd the State,
Cludind an assault on the famlly structure as a part of their

cial, political and economic brogram, and thus are bushing for
e establishment of state care of children not as an auxiliary
¢ femily, but as a substitution for it in order to break the
oncs and ties which bind the femily unit and to establish each
eérson as an individual entity with a broad connection to the en-
ire society instead of developing those ties through: the family
structure or including the femily in the structure of the state,

‘and for this reason, they are critical of Hispanic social structures

as nuch as for the economic and political structures under which
Hispanics live, and in certain Cases, even members of the Hispanic
community who are influenced by Marxist thought are are attempting
to undergo the precess of shedding the family,

This is being pushed mostly by college educated wouth who

have taken up the Marxist concepts, as opposed to the grass roots
organlzations, like the United Ferm Workers, the Crusaée for Jus-
3 the Alianza Federal de Mercedes, the Partido de la Raza

and many other organizations which mace the family and impor-
eart of the work and Program which we were undertaking for the
ration of our people as Opposed to separating the different’
vonents with different interests, which all go off in different
tions. The family has slways been the source of strength for
hicano community aud the Chicano Movement, because,it. has held
ther our language, our culture and even has physically defended
community against all manner of assaults by anglo society, and
such has had an honored place in our Movement and has been de-=
fenced against the social scientists, the politicos, the social
workers, the schools and now must also be defended against the anglo
end parts of the Chicananglo left, and sectors of the Chicano left.
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Under the Native American and Native antecedents &f our people
n the Amsricas and in Spain, the family was the unit which ensured
he eguitable distribution of worx end the social goods which were
L0 be had, and in the settlement of the areas of Texas, New Mexico,
California and the rest of northern Mexico, it was the femily which
Provided the cohesion for our people, and many of the villages and
thi: Og are composed of a few extended families who even among
s are interrelated by bonds of blood or narriege, and it
emlly units which were the shock troops which withstood
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the assaults of the anglo's attempts to take away our lands, our
lenguage, our culture and our pride and which gave our people the
shelter they needed from the alienating world of ruthless competi-
tion of anglo society and nursed our wouncded and buried our dead
when they were assaulted, physically and psychologically by that
society and then weee thrown out and rejected as so much zarbage
which ha€ outlived its usefulness or wes of no use to the anglo

‘socksty; the family was the bastion which protected our people's

lands for the eventual reconquest from the hands of the anglo who

-was exploiting our people and our lands.

The Chicano/Mexicano family stayed together in the villages
which we had formed for our mutual assistance as opposed to the
self imposed isolation carried out by the anglo "frontiersmen!
and "trappers", and the nuclear Temily empires from which were
derived many of the nuclear femilies of the robber baron ranchers
whe invaded the lands of frorthern Mexico. They stayed together
in the villages, and those Chicanos who moved into +he cites in
the phases of urbanization would often bring in members of the
extended family, Creating minature::versions of ths villages that
they had left back home., This Can be seen in the colonias which
are fommed in places like Los Angeles, Denwer, San Antonio and
Albuguerque composed of family, extended femily and neighbors which
create little Las Vegas (New Mexico), Taos, Anton Chicao, etc,.
communities within the city, end can be seen in the similar names
in the city telephone directories of people who have the same last
neme and are in fact members of the same family,

It has been noted that in the barrios of the Chicano/MeL;cano_

in the cities have reestablished and maintained the same sociagl re-

lationships which were active and viable in the villages, be they
1n northern occupied Mexdicano territory of from the unoccupied

territory. Here, there were visible and notable boundaries which =

eparated the Chicano/Mexicano communities from the anglo commu—
nity, and this was not only in the form of physical barriers, such
as railroad tracks, rivers or other natual barriers. The look of
the housing was different, the dress of the inhabitants was differ-

ent, the smell of food and the atmosphere was different, which totally

set the EBicano barrio apart from the anglo communities, and, noting
many of the villages in New Mexico and some of the barrios, one can
see the similarity to Mexico, and this is the case in Texas, Arizona
and California as well, and even in the houses of those Mexdcano/

Chicanos who have adopted anglo styles of housing,  there is a certsin

Mexd cano atmosphere which exists regardless of how hard the famlly
attempts to rub it out,

Even the speech and mennerisms of highly anglicized Mexdicano/
Cplcanos betray the Mexicano cheracteristics which the families
W20 were not acculturated have left as trace elements in. them, and

there is a constaent yearning in the Chicano/Mexicano who is spparated

n

-y

rom his family to rejoin ity as can be seen in rnany who move from
#LCO anc occupied northern Mexico into the anglo enclaves and ci-
» end this wistfullness or sense of lack can be seen even in

171 A+ a- 1e7 ] e A = . . .
T chilcren who were raised in the anglo atmos pher=and ambierit,
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and, desplte the lack of familiarity of anglicized Chicano youth
with the customs of the Mexicanized portions of their Tamilies,
they wish to relate to that culture, language and ambient, and
often find themselves cuught between the learned anglo experience
and the Mexicano experience to whicl.they feel attached and want
to be a part of, but which they have difficulty adapting to be-

Cause of thei® upbringing in anglo society.

At the present time, the pencdulum is swinging away from the
anglocizathon, as more and more Chicano/Mexicano Ffamilies return
to their family language, foods, customs, culture and neople, with

To
the return to the Spanish language as a first Iengaage -for.their
children’*s learning and communication, and this phenomenon is becoming

more and more visible throughout Aztlan. The Chicano family had
been weakened by the constant asssault on our language in the schools
and the marketplace as well as in the media, but the influx of

fresh waves of cultural/linguistic reinforcement from Mexdico and
America Latina is creating the necessary impetus for us to regain
the ground we have lost during the years of anglo colonization of
our territoriss, but we also have review the strengths of the
Chicano family and Relationships in order to regain and reutilize
those values which have made us strong and a separate and viable
community, o

The Decline of the Anglo Femily and its Consecuences

The north European culture has not placedthe value on the fa-
mily, especially the extended family, that the Hispanie, Native
American end Mestizo culture has, and consequently has given more
lmportance to what became a cult in the United States, "rugged
individualism' and "competition" as well as the concepts of "I
got mine." The height of growth was a constant distancing and
separation from the family, and after the right and rites of
marrigge, the couple attempted to separate themselves from their
families, while the MeXicano/Chicano and Latino families often sat-
tled in the same location, forming towns or entire sections composed
entirely of family members, and there was a strong tie of interde-
pendence, which was all but absent in the anglo family, '

The anglo colonization was carried out through the dispersinon
of indivicdual femil&es, whicle the Hexicano/Chicanc settlenent was
cearried out through movements of entire extencded families and the -
granting of lands to entire femilies, which stayed together for many
generations, as ¢pposed to the anglo femilies, which threw their
children out of the nest or had them fly out as soon as they were
able. 'hen the anglo moved into the cites, he often did it alone
Or wilth Jjust his immediate nuclear family, which in its turn was
scattered to the four winds. This type of family structure was very
vell adapted to the Capitalist mcde of production, which reguir:d

Workers which could be located and shifted to where the industries
vere being developed anc mequlered labor which could be proletarian
ized, and thus this labor became the basis for the alienation of the
family and its further breakdorm as anglo society expanded, and as
the society became urbanized, ‘
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As society became more structured and Compartmentalized, the
family becaame more and more separated into different seciions with
less contact curing the vorking day. The father would go off to
the workplace, often being unable to come home for lunch, while the
Children would either be left with the mother or shuttled off to
school according to their ages, and the mother would be in charge

.0f household duties or would g0 from $Bh& household to other "womanly

Persuits.” The children would often develop other persmits centered
around the school and peer activities and would be drawn away from
family activities, which further separated the children from the
Parents., Activitzes began to be developed which occupied the chil-
dren's non school houss, and less and less work was required of the
children around the house. The father, unlike the fathers before
them, cic not make the time to establish contact, communication and
guidance for thes children,. :

Society impressed upon the zdults that in order to fulfill them~
selves, they should go out ang enjoy various types of commercial en—
tertahnment, be it bowling, the movies,,or other forms of distrac-
tion, and the mothers were having to go out during the day, so more
and more surrogate responsibility were glven to caretakers other
then the immediate members of the family, which were alsc off to
their own diversions which did not include the rest of the family.
With this breakdown in the family, there began to occur a situation
in which the majority of the members of the family were more like
lodgers who came in to sleep at night, ate breaskfast and perhaps
supper at home, '

- Under these situations, the youth in the families could not
but in many cases become now involved in gquestionable and antiso-

cial activities despite their middle class status for the majority .-
of the anglo families., Alcoholism became a major problem in this

society, as di€ divoere and elienation; and the separation of people.
from one another into what came to be described as 'the lonely crowd,"
This has led to a social breskdown which cannot he totally attribu-~
ted to capitalist economic breakdown, but to the disjointure of the
family, which can be blamed on the demands capibi&list production de~

mands of its members of the working class.

-movement to have women leave

More stresses have beer Placed on women by demands of the women's
1e home and enter the wwork place which
25 Caused the alienation of ¢ men, thus women becmme victims of
the stresses which had been arfecting the working man, but this stres
cannot be totally attributed to the women®s movement, but also to
the demands for rore income in-order to maintain the family or to
Pring up the sﬁangar@ of living of the family to the level wnich
the social mecdig indicate should be the standard for every U.S. fa-
mily, This causes s further breaskdown in sociely and social inter-
bersonal relationships. While the adults increase their inbake of
alcohol, their alienated children take up drugs and the suicide rates
soar among college students and even emong many who do not have the
Stresses of having to achieve but rather who cannot succedd or feel
2 uselessness and burposelessness to their lives, and society, which
is geared only for production ancd not for fulfillmesnt, is not pre-~
Pered to deal vith their alienation,:
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In the Marxist literature, this is seen as a positize develon-
ment because it will break dowm the family relationships, will puk
more pressure on the state to take over the caretaker functions of

the family and will lead to a more open society which will not have

the strong links within any of the social groups within society,

but from the reading of The Woman in the Bexual Relationship Should
be sufficient to convince one that what is created in this type of

a situation is greater alienation, not less, thus, like the road
vihich the Lemmings teke to their destruction in their plunges over
the c¢liffs and into the sea,it is road to be avoided, and there is

& need to seek an alternative route from this total disassociation
Of the family and the cutting loose of each of the members o soclety
to head in each one's own direction, and this is precisely where

the anglo family is headed, despite the attempts to hold it together
through counselling, media messages, training, etc..  For if the
society is not structured to maintain the family, but rather is just
fo the contrary, structured to separate the family, ther cannot bet
be an expecteciiation that society will become a collection of ego-
centric indivicuals whose sole concern is their own personal wel-~
fare regardless of what happens to the rest of the people, and this
can only result in greater ‘divorce, less and/or later marriages,
less children, greater separation from the children and more aliena~
tlon as soclety tears itself apart from lack of cohesion and the
stresses and demands to increase''productivity" and increase incomes -
through more workers in the household to maintain the "standsrd of
living." ‘ '

When the children of these adults grow older, they cannot but
find a less caring world and environment, which in turn will make
them the same type of self-centered adults as their perents who are
headed toward a self seeking, shallcw materialism, which precludes
any cdepth of culture, human concepts of caring or concepts of coopera-
tion which cen function to keep a socletly from stagnating ané keep
it healthy ardd.developing with the continual growth of the citizenry. -
A human being is a multidimensional being, and thus requikes a large
number of stimuli to keep him growing, especially din the intellectual"

"

dull development in other areas of potential growth.

‘sense, and the concentration on purely material matters tends to

this is the social interaction relationship which is being

Yet,
formed in the western industrial countries and is being promoted
by the left organizations of the Merxist~Leninist lines, but to me
this seems self defeating and as self destructive as the march of
the Lemmings, but left ideologist of Marxist-Leninist persuasion
gloss over the potential damege to the human spirit of the reduction
to a shallow stage of the human relationships which find their epi-
center and role orientation in the Temily, which providesthe indi-
viduaelized instruction which is proven to be more effective in the
arena of classroom instruction. The Temily which is well provided
for and well educated with eample time for interaction at the family,
extended as well as nuclear, level can provide a much greater depth
0f relatinnship then a classroom or daycare situation which proviges
for a_ large number of superficial contacts and no real in-devth
soclal communication and interactionm. i



The Meecd for a Chicano/Hexicano-Latino Alfernative

the latter part of the last section, I provided some direc-
n as to what I feel needs to be done with respect to cmmbatting
egative effects of the current trends of anglo social organi-
n, and their direction is something we cannot ignore, because
large number of Chicano/Mexicenos are heading down the same road
vo cestruction as the anglo for following in his footsteps or in

‘her footsteps, as is the case of many Chicana feminists who are look-

ing to the anglo female for leadership and direction. This makes

the necessity for seeking a Chicano/Mexicano alternative to the pro- -
vosid solutions of the left and the tendencies of the United States
with respect to the family 211 the more imperative.

Fd
/

This will not be easy, as we as well as much of America Latina
ere caught up in the massive web of entagglements of attempting to
surviwe in the capisalist societies and have little power to deter-
mine other massive problems such as housing, jobs, food, police
brutality, etc., bul yet we must strain to pull out of that entangle-
nt and begin to resolve some of the massive ties.which are hold-

men
ing us back and begin the positive construction of our own society

at a more advanced human level than that of the society in which we're
presently living. : '

One of the first things we must-do is to look over our social
family structurs and analyze where it is strong and can help us .
7ork out unity and .cohesion and organization for the type of action .
we need to form the iype of society best suited to our needs .and
language and culture, and I am going.to take some preliminary looks
at what I feel ame some of these strengths. :

(2

O

- It has often been stated that in a sommunity where cash is
scarce there is a greater premium placed upon human interaction
in the form of mutual assistance across the family end community
lines.. This has taeken the form of sharing one's house and food
with relatives who have less than one Wras or with those who have
nothing, with sharing the rescurces one has, such as cars, clothes,
appliances, tools, eta, for which we have been critigiezed by anglo
social scientists for having to share and creating obiigations and
responsivilities which do not allow the individual to "rise', but
rather keep him tied to assist and support those of his family who
ere unable for whatever reason to fend for themselves. The Chicano/
Mexicano family does not cast off its weak and helpless to society's
uncaring hands, but rather we tske. care of our owri, but even this
is ing eroded by anglo velues of casting the elderly into sanita-

be
riuns end the mentally retarded into mental institutions.

This network of obligathon and assistance 2lso extends into
the responsibility of brothers and sisters for the welfare of the
f@;i}y unit as opposed to breaking away to make i1t for oneself with
1ittie regard for vhat may happen to the family, or to move far avay
hitere one will not be able to 2ssist, and to continue to assist even
a2t a distance at whatever cost without regard to one's personal ad-
‘vanpement, This is a so0olid founiation for building a society whose
gegper; Czn build a coopsrative relztionship and problems solving
mecnenism, as opposed to the anzio separatist and indivicdualist soclety.
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Perhaps the first thing that needs to be done is to rzestablish
close ties that once existed within our own nuclear and exten-~
families by at the simple medium of contact, letters, telephone
s, reunions, etc. and work to keep up the contacts rather than
et them lie loose once they have been made., It is useful to
.the family members and geneologies, etc., but this this type
established contact does not totally deal with the problems

the family structure is unable to deal with,
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One of the major problems that we must overcome is the fact

we are not in control of society, and thus are not able to

1ft society and its resources toward the benefit of the femily

d our people in general, and this is one of the major reasons

et we as Chicanos need to utilize the femily system of organizing
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bring every member of the family into the struggle for the

of power in those areas where we are the majority through
toral and organizational work, but this work must be accompani ed
rganizational and educational work in order th help people un-
rstend what their role is the relationship of teking power, not
only in thelr local communities, but in their regional areas, thkeir
ate and on the national level. :

SO o o

The very matter of showing a people, our people, that they can

have power through organization angd organizing them to have power
which they can visibly see is important as is being able to show

5!

the people that they do in fact have power by winning victories is
ighly important in the maintenance of unity and cohesion, and gi-
g the people problem:solving skills will also work and carry

nto a useful tool for use in the family, which will assist
educing tensions and allow members of the family to resolve dis-
s in ways which will place less strain on the family relation-

S.. This type of activity mould and should involve establishing

Tt and mutual respect between adults and the youth, especialsy
ecting their interests and efforts not against easch other in
etition over power and authority in. the household, but rather
er to gain needed advances for the benefit of the entire family
ommunity.. : -
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The powerlesshess or feeling of powerlessness on the part of
atults has often led to the breskdown end lack of concern for
femily which has caused the loosening of the reins on the youth,
ére susceptible to the pressures of pesr sociely to enter a des~
ictive or at least non productive life style, ranging from self
truction through arugs, mutual destruction in the gangs to just
ing out and developing an uncaring attitude toward others except
€ Who are in one's peer group enc the concept of looking out for
°r one, which the society constantly promotes and reinforces.
h[_g the youth will not be an easy task, but the entry needs to
<e with those youth who =are politicized ang socially conscious,
each them to start vwith one Orgemize one and continus to expand
there, just as Babriela Mistral worked with the system:0f Tone
ach one, which was succesful in substantially reducing illiteracy
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In this work of politicization, we must define the areas of
greatest nsed and help the addlts and the youth in cdefining these
areas for themselves and to began to see (ifferent means of attack-
ing the probl mms instead of seeing them as insoluble and leaving
them at that. Ve must show the people that what seems to be a
massive 1mp°netrab1° wall is made up of stones and mortar which can
be teken apart with patﬂence, planning and hardé work, and that it

be rcshapeﬂ to a certain cegree to their benefit, be it a mat-
of stopping police brutality or providing city services. But,
is clear that we must initially work within the framework of the
rceived needs of the people, for as Paolo Freire tells us in the
dagogy of the Oppressea, people will cnly work within their level
0r comprehension and perhaps s?ightTy higheér, and it our task es
organizers to keep the people exnaamin“ their understanding add
rcachlnv continually hlgher, anc they themselves will become the
agents of their own decolonization, mentally, socially, politically .
"and economicaily. -
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From these processes organization can begin to develop in the
Chicano/Mexicano commuh_zy as adults and youth begin to support
each other and to work together on common problems, because such
things as baving the st*eets, Du**ins in lighting, Dutting in side-
'walks, provicing recreatvion, etc, affect everJone, not gust the

youth or just the adults, and from these preliminary levels of
o%vanlzailon will come neoplo who wish to attack other, more ex-
tended problems, and bhey can be assisted in doing this, but at

the same time, we must be continually Provid 1ng the people with
materials to unaerSuan their relationships to the seciopoliticael
economic system and understand the alternative to that sociopoliti-.
" cal economic system s0 that they czn begin to choose alternat1"°~
that they wish to work for. A good ﬂxamPWe of an organization which
has been able to establish this kind of training im the Partido
Socialista ce los Trabajadores in fexico, which has galned permanent
national ballot status 1n Mexico and which has even the olde,
illiterate members of the party aware of the totality of the party
program to the point where they are able to discuss it with anyone
.end debate the alternatives, this includes the elders, the women .
‘and the youth, and when the stage a march and demonstration, the
entire family is peesent, irom the babes in arms to the patriarchs
of the villages.

clear that there are problens 7ithﬁn"the family structures

in Americen femily, such as the lack of acceptance of cer-

s for females, such as work in certaln ul@lﬂs, higher ecdu-

» restrictions to household and child rearing duties, double

icards of behavior for men and women, etc., but these are derived

m the aspects of male supremacy of the society and from the tra-

tongl division of labor in ordsr for the society to survive, and

CO“reccly been pointed out that many of these conceptions

utmoded, and they need to be dealt with through efucation and

S an“lag among our D“OD+V, but the family does not need to be

0 co this, it can be modified to build upon the strengths

i ) ' the wezknesses and fail
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Neither i1s it a solution to deny ‘that differences in psycholo-
gical and physiological differences between men and women ¢o exist,
ancd these also need to be recognized. Recent testing indictes that
male anc female children who have not been exposed to role models
of male and female behavior do indeed have different interest and
perspective on the workd, and to deny this and to attempt to shape
everyone into & unisex andbgenous model would be to attempt to
Place everyone into the same mold, or to try to fit a square peg
into ‘a2 round hole, so to speak, end we must recognize these differen-
ces in order to be able to huild upon #he strengths that each PSSy~
chological makeup brings with it and to try to ammeliorate the weak-
nesses, not attempt to deny the distinctions and erase them. The -
problem is to create a just order for human beings and to create
mor just human beings, not to create clone copies for a colorless
collection; this can only lead to the type of drabness and lack
of recognition of positive and contributory virtues which each
differmfit individual can bring to the collective whole to -make it
a better, broader community unit.

Bt 1s clear that if we are tc forge the society which is best
suited to us a=m: Chiceno/Mexicanos, we must have that power which is
necessary to control the political apparatus, the scholastic facili-
ties, the economic resources and the media of communications, and
it should be our objectiw as a party and as a people to take con-
trol of these, and while we are doing it, develop & blueprint for
the kind of society that we want to develop and develop the progranm
for ataining the power and rebources, and then mobilizing to bring
this into being, for without a plan and a direction, all movemsnt
and organization tskes place only to achieve immediate goals or to
react to an immediate situafion of oppression or neeé, and this type
. 0f aimless wandering will.take us nowhere. This is what must be

made to be understood by the people as they pass through the stagss
of reacting to acting to looking for somzthing better.

, The concept of developing a classless socitty does not necessa-
rily mean the creation of a familyless society, nor is it. mecessary
To develop a familyless society, for we now have the means at our
disposal to provide enough food to feed every man, woman and child
on the earth en adequate and varied diet, to provide housing for
everyone which,;will not only shelter them but will also be conducive
0f a good éenvironment in which to develop, and we have the ability
at the present time to provide full meaningful employment to every=-
one by redefining the concept of what a job is to that of besing those
tasks which are socially necessary to provicde the highest standard
of living for &1l human beings and direct the object of human labor
toward the production of those goods and services instead of just
vorking for the greater and greater profit of the few,

o

f errangement vith full employment can provide just
urce that the family needs in order to develop to

ne, because the time which is socially necessary to

ds and services with everyone working and with all
saving cevices being applEes will be recuced, thus giving
-more leisure to cevelop a strong relatiqunship_in the nu-

mily, The extended Tamily  anc the Iamilia <e la Raza as well
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and the need¢ for our owvn con-

community's requirements and dBires
1tory and economic resources.

trol of our institutions, terri

It is my contention that the major factor which would affect
the Chicano community from the breakup of the family is alienation,
which has become a major problem in anglo society and which the
e

Chicano/Mexicenn family has been able to ammeliorate through its
family unity and support. The aimlessness and alienation of anglo
society and its competetiveness znd lack of concern for the “lo-
sers! has created a very high rate of suicide, and there appears
in the le"* to also be very little concenn for the "lumpen'", who

are considered to be drreconcileable and bcyonﬂ help, and, because .
of the alienation of the poor, a large part of Cn¢cano/ﬂe ¥icano
youth cohposo the sector which pOSSLOWy could be 07a55111eu as
"lumpen,' and while they may not be the most advanced sector of
the Chiczno community anc¢ cannot make up the base of the Partido
de la Raza Unida, they are not to be forgotten in the organizatﬁon~
al and educational efforts of the Partido, since tbey too are part
of la familia de la Reza, our people,

The lifestyles and mennerisms of large number of the anglo left.
have also teken en an appearance which is seen very negatively in:
the Chicano/Mexicano community, and much of that lifestyle has been
such that it has excluded the ;anlly and hes taken. the concept of
dayc are from one of an auYlea”J to the femily to one of a replace-
ment for the family, and one sess very little of any concept of
the family or family activity within the workings and membership
of the left, thus: perhu‘s it is a natural nostlon to be teken %J
the Marxist-Leninist parties that the loss of the. famlily would not

‘be any great loss, which is quite different from the structures and
J & 5 .

organization of the Chicanc Movement, which in large paert is com-
e} o s

-

.posed of family units, although there is still much to be cone to

implement participation of the entire family in the organizing and
volitical work of the Partido. This status of a large part of our
uembefuhlp mekes us structurally cdidferent in many ways from the

leftist parties in the UAited States and makes our task much nmore

difficurt in that our crganizers have meny family raspon57b11101es

along with our political tasks, as. opposesd to large numbers of! the
members of the left whose primaery responsibility is to the party,
but in the long run if we are succesful in bringing the entire fa-
mily into the s»ruggle, we will have a mucih nae succesful and cre-
c¢ible organization.

Yhile it is correct and necessary to do work among the working
cl\ss Cnlcano, ve must also consider the needs of the entire Laﬂ17y
ans work to organize the family unit and work the two sectors toge-
cher, because the concern of most workers is for their families,

‘I) I”

2
anc we need to address these concerns as well as mzking allowances
for them and the needs of the morker'!s family. In the initial sta-
ges of organization of the Crusade for Justice and the Partido d:
la Reza Unida de Texas, the aspect of orraalzlng among the femily
was highly succesfl, and an expension of the organizing activities
of that type along with a broadening of the social and politicel as
wvell as ec onomﬁc knovledge of our eﬂbGL“flU as well a3 The gbility
to communital=s this to the family dnd the sOrkers will give us the
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ablllbj to expand upon the work which we have done in the area
shere the Partido has been succe ful in organizing thc.lam1ly Lor
work in the Partido.

The values of Qharwng, unselLlohneuu, support, and "bague"
in times of crisis and difficulty which has come ffom the Chicano/
Mexicano orgenization of the Iamlly has brought us through the
strongest attacks against our people and has contained those assmults

‘and has preserved our valwss, language and concepts, and while it

hes had its weaknesses, DaciQWTy in certein aopecfc 0f the develop-
mbe 0f the Me: 1capa/Ch1cana, it has also proviced her:with many
th*" and strengths which have been exu;emﬂlj valua@le when the
Cnlc Mexicana has become active in the Hovement, and what is re-
quﬁred is not to throw the babj out with the ba tnfauer, but rather

to builc upon 211 of the aspects of socialistic sharing which the
Chiceno/Mexicano lamily has always giver us in those families which
have not become anglocized. :

For this rceson, it is important that the Partico supnort the
continuance of the Chicano /va1cano family and Work to promote its
strengths and especielly gevote tlme, energy and resources to pro-
mote the advancement of the education of the women in the fields
of education and preparation for all types of work which the Chicana/
Mexicana may wish to undertake, and increasing the role of the
Chwcana/ﬂowlﬂana in the decision meking process of -the Partido
and expending thelr role of the womaen in the Partido as a candidate,

2

a3 an oificer of the Partido and as a po-icy maker in the Partido

but this is not a task that can be done by fiat by the men ourselves,
the women must also take the initiative to aspire to leadership and
c¢qfidacy for the Partido, and me can support their efforts to a-
chieve equallty OL status. - :

~ This is also true on the soc1al level as we become stronger
and stronger and begin to teke positions of power, and together the

. men and women nmust open up the areas which have been closej to women

before in the areas of service and industry work and all other areas
of social participation, and once in power, we must insure that the
areas 0I endeavor make allowances and facilitate the tasks of the
femily in the upbringing of the children and uhc 'evelopmGQb of al 1

‘members of the IamlTj, and that soclety be built up around the nee

0f the families and the 1nd7v1éuals of the Chﬂcapo/Mefﬁcano COﬂAunl~
ty._ e must also take into consideration of the fact that in the
coming years, lerge number, and perhaps fhe majority of our people
will be of Latlno Ameﬂlcuno descent, and it is through these ;amlly
tieg that much of our relationship wltn our brothsers and sisters of
Americe Latina will be Ceveloped on a very personal level, and it

1s here where the family haz yielded much of the support which the
societies have been unable or unwilling to give, and the conceptions
of the femily which we develop to work on the weaknesses which

have percievel can be a stronmg tie in exchange for the family velues

whic h‘me have lost from participating in the anglo social SJstem

and which can give us some oOf the s»rengths n¢ human values which
e havc lost from contact with the crass materizlism of bﬂlS society.
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ON THE QUESTION OF CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY

Introduction.

As with all discussion bulletins, this bulletin is composed only -
f the opinion of the author until it is accepted by the entire body.
f the State Convention of the Partido de la Raza. Unida as the offi-
ial viewpoint of the Party. The bulletins are produced for the pur-
9] of generating discussion on the questions which are relevant to

¥

o

25 a Chicano people and as a political party oriented toward the
liberation of the Chicano people, and the author as well as the Party
invite discussion of this bulletin. the positing of other viewpoints
Oor criticism of the opinions expressed in the bulletin or the rositing
of counterpcsitions for the: purpose of discussion. These shoald be
forwarded to the State Chairperson for further distribution into the
counties, or may be copied for dissemination to the counties by the
writer with the provision that the State Chairperson and the State
Central Committee also be provided with such documents, ‘

On_Theology and Politics

Theology has a dictionary definition as being a “study of God :
and nis relation to the world," and it goes on to add, "esp. by analy-
sis &f the origins and teachings of.an organized religious community

(as the Christian church), etc.., This is an issue which is of strong
. k4 o

importance to the Chicano/Mexicano community due to the fact that

“over time, our people have had strong ties to the Catholic religion, .

or, many, having fallen out with the Catholic church have.convebted
to Protestant religion. Nevertheless, the fa&t-of the matter is that
the great majority of our people belong to some form of organized
religion. v :

Merxist doctrine has long challenged the religious affinity as.
being, "the opium of the Hasses,'" which has kept them from rising up
against capitalist exploitation through a Vpie-intthe-sky" concept
which stressed that the poor would receive their just reward in the
terlife, and that there should not be excessive stress placed on
-tempting to change conditions here on earth, or, "render unto Cesar
that wnich is Ceaser's," which was.interpreted as being not to try

"~ to change the temporal political order. This interpretation has bee

taken over by much cof %he “new left," as well as by many Chicano. acti-

vists who feel the chiirch has played a negative and reactionary role
-1n The Chicano/Mexicano community, which has kept us from conironting

£
(el
~ =
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¢ system which oppressed us and kept us in.colonial status for the
55 odd years. '

Irn opposition to this viewpoint, pointing to the Catholic priest/

revolutionaries, organizing for community services or offering a dif-
iferent varspective of the bible, there have arisen organizations like
Catdlicos por la Raza, the Community Organized for Public Service (CcoPs)
0f Sz2n Antonio, and the Liberation Theology movement of América Latina
ane 42tlan, These state that the hierarchy of organized religiszn has
in fact allied ittself with reactionary of oppressive government, but
that the message of the bible and Christ are being selectively usei or
misintsrpreted by the Church officials for their own purposes and that
true Christianity is in fact revolutionary, against oppression and
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unjust distribution of the world's resources, which God placed on the
surface of the earth for the benefit of all mankind, and that God de-
nands that we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and in general assist
the poor in material as well as gpir%jual status. The major reinterpre-~
tation of this comes in Gustavo Gutiérrez! Liberation Theology, which
has influenced a large number of priests all throughout América Latina
and Latino priests in the United States who wish to alter the social
order and establish a socialist order. '

Essentially, Christian theology goes back to the concept 0f the
Creation, if one follows the aspects of biblical terrestial development
k4 i

~biblically literally, and it proceeds with the concept of the first

human beings being created, given a paradise, being cast out for diso-
bedience, but from then on mankind would have to earn his livelihood
through the sweat of his brow, or as Marx would call it, labor, -Still, .
God loved his creation such that he ‘developed a covenant with manking,

to provide for his salvation, although the rules were strict and punish-~ -
ment for breaking them swift and harsh, according to the 61d Testament
Texts, and there existed the chosen people, the Hebrew people, who were

“later to become the Isrealites. The coming of Christ established the

new covenant, according to Christian theology, which broadened the POS~
sibility of redemption and salvation .for all human beings through the
bigpd of Christ, and opened the possibility for universal salvation,
not just that of the chosen people, : o

The precepts of Christianity became solidified vith'fouﬁdation of
the original church by the apostle Paul and his Tollowers as well as
other of Christs disciples, and this became institutionsalized as what

- we today know as the Catholic Church, which has its seat in Rome, where

it is led by the Holy Father, the Pop®, who is to be considered as the
disciple of Christ and as the final suthority on. the matters doctrine
of the Church, Because of many factors, including the desire not to

"be subject to the domination of Scuthern Eukwppean peoples, there was

a breazk in the-church under the leadership of Martin Luther and John
Calvin, which was later extended by the formation of the Anglican Church
because of the marriage restrictions and GBher secular restrictions .
placed by the Catholic church on its faithful, and this led to what is
today the large number of secta and denominations of Christian belier,

i The initial stages, there developed a strong animosity in the
a2nt sects against the Catholic Church, Southern Europeans and
ie of color, or what we today know as the Third Wiopld, and there
zloped what came to be knewn as the Protestant Ethic of thrift,
rugality and hard work and that God rewarded those Posessed of these
Virtuesy while those who did not Posess them were destined to poverty
and thus dsserved their fate., This situation is strongly exemplified
by Charles Dickens in his novel A Christmas Carole. Other nativist con-
: € eXpandesd by the addition o7 the Sociagl Darwinist theory of
£ the fittest, and the Capitalist North Furopeans were
3 fittest, because they begen to militarily occupy the rest
0f the world, and this was theologically backed up the theory of Mani-
fEséA@estiny, that it was God's will that the caucasian peopnle, espe-

Cielly the North European stock should spread themselves all over the
L4 -
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The anglo/latino conflict became extensive and worldwide, as the
two distinct camps struggled under their secularized conCepts of reli-
gion, and this confiict continued as the Protestant missionaries sallied
forth to replace the Catholic Franciscans, Jesuits and other orders,
zing a different message of Christianity from that which had been
sogated by the Catholic missionaries of Spain. We can contrast the
»ligions in many ways, but we first neéd to note that Catholicism was

blameless of poverty and intolerance, for, just as Dickens showed
nzlands poverty under protestantism, Victor Hugo in Les Miserables and
Miguel Csrvantes in Don Quijote de 1a Mancha showed the misery that
existed -among the poor classes in France and Spain, and all of the coun-
tries in Burope under Christianity were involvad in the Crusades again-
st the Muslims, who derive their origins in many ways as a religion
with roots in the 01d Testament. : : :

ta

The rivalry of Northern vs Southern Europe, and of Protestantism
vs Catholicism in many cases took on the dimensions of religious as
well as political, social and economic conflict, andjthe fear of the
"Church ridden" Catholic Mestizos and Criollos of América Latina still
haunts many anglos, as does the supposed world "papist conspiracy,’
which many rightist tendencies in the United States revile in their
literature. And, éespite the ecumenical movement, there is $till much
suspicion among the religions, and there are religions which do not
accept the ecumenical movement at all, but who rather tend off in their
own sectarian directions. : : " .

. . A

With the predominance of the North Buropean caucasians, the Proxf
testant missions have attempted to take their proselytizing for new
converts into Catholic countries and settions of the Unitegd States,
while the Catholic church has warned its faithful against the tempta-
tions of the missionary, with magy homes sporting the label, '"this is
a Catholic householad", In many cases, the conflict is said to stem
from the acceptance or non acceptance of the concepts of the role of
the Virgin Mary in scheme of the concept of salvation as well as the .
role of the saints and the concepts of miracles and post christian ap-
earances of the Virgin Mary, such as in the case of the miracles at
Guadalupe, Garabandal, etc., but it seems that many of these questions
e&re being resolved, and there is a move to reunify the Christian Church.

~ With the formation and expansion of the secéular state, the so-cal-
ea separation of Church and State has been a popular principle, but
n most <ases, the church either acquiesced to the concepts of the
tate or even parroted the dominant ideology of the state, as has been
he case of the church in the United States and many other countries,
his has occurred because of the fear of censure of the states against,
he church, be it capitalist England or th:s United States or in cdicta-
torial Mexico of Porfirio Diaz or Pinovhe}f in present day Chile, It '
125 also been motivated by the feer of repression should a "communist

FiIY ot It m =

ake-over'" occur, which would place restraints and censure such as that
i presently exists in the Soviet Union and in other bureucratic
vorker state countries, For many reasons, the Church in most countriés
f Nerth Buropean descent and of South European descent have not taken
Cri the repression of the state and the callous disregard of human wel-
%gi"sn the part of the cappitalist class of the advanced western coun-
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twentieth centurv, the Protestant chuLch has begun to under-
missions along with its proselytlzlng, establishing relief
3, with many churces eoualesnlné rescue missions in the poor slums
ev k, Chicano and other large cities, as well as establishing
neiical and other aid in its missions overseas and in the Amerlcas, and
more recently, the Catholic church akso went into the relief assistance
arsna, es oec1elLy with the establishment of the €ampaign for Hmman
development, which funds self-help community projects. In the 19460!'s,
there besan to be the establishment of secular movement within the frame-
work of the Christian churches, with the entry of ministers like Martln
Luther Xing and priests like the Barragan brothers in the Black and
Chicano Movements and in taking postures against the war in Viet Nem. .

.

T
i~

This was-the start of an era of activism in the secular arena by
clergy which was t0 have a broad impact, because it took the mes-

the

gage of the Movement on the street to the pulpft and took people to

the streets in protest, many of whom would not have heeded the radicals
end organizers who were moving the peoole aga;nst secular injustice.

Bui, this was done mostly on the conscience of the individual: priest
and/or his interpretation of his duty to his flock or congregatlon,

and there were also many in the churches who 1nve1gheo against the mili-

ance in the streets as the apostles of the devil and the clergy who
narticipated as dupes (as occurred in the Immaculate Conception and
Pre Sbjulrlan churces in Las Vegas, New Mexico ourlng the 1973 demons-
uvatwona), but this did not sthp the development of lay Christian .
movements for Jjustice, despite the attempbs by the blgher cleréy, es-
pecially in the Catholic church to stop them,

I' gk "’f rl'

"With the appearance of the Liberation Theology movement, which
: 0of yet has no real counterpart in the Protestant churches, there
a¢red the establishment of a polltlclzed conscientizing theology

ch chaﬁTenged its adherents and all of the priesthood to uneeruake
task of improving the human condition and establishing a just
c1a_ political and economic national and world order, not just tokszm
ondemnation of the existing order, 1n &therwords, the establishment -
of a Christian Socialist society basesd on a just distribution of the
resources of the earth for everyone and based upon the tenents of the
bible and faith, hope, and in particular, love. Citing many passages
cf the Cathelic bible which denote secular terrestial resnon51b111ty,
a; opposed to the spiritual ex1gen01es stressed by the megorltv of the
clergy in the chvrcnes, end going beyond the demands for reforms sought
by the liberal clersgy. ' '
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hi3 movement is uaqug hold among the Chlcano/Mex1cano clerey
ithwestern present day United Sbates, Northern México, despite
fforts of the anglo church hlerarcny to Ynsulate the Chicano cler-
m its influences, and the cnurcn is attempting to limit ths num-
Chiceno radical bﬂshoos and senlnary students who are received
priesthood, but the movement has taken effect, in the position
United Stotes border be opened to the people of Aqé}L'e La-
that the status of all undocumented immigrants be legalized.
3 sho in.up the SUEUO“t of the Chiceno and some anglo priests for
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fforts of Chicano Communi Ty groups and in some cases even in sup-
T 0of the efforts of tbe Pettido de la Razz Unicda to gein political
ntrol for the Chicano people,
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wrrch and ths Chicano/Mexicano

the Spanish came to the Anishinabe lancds which later came to
the Amsricas, they broughtwith them the Catholic church and
once tliey became convinced that the Indians were human and
ulg, attemptesd to convert them, using them as economic slaves
seme time, despite the protective laws passed by the crown in
The resulting mixture of Indigenous and Spanish blood which
zi=d the Mestizo also created a Catholic church which was different.
A the Church in Spaln; which concentrated on the ascetic aspects

T religion, The Mestizo church enlivened the Catholicism brought

ver by the Spanish and began %o develop a much more tolerant clergy,
ven revolutionary clergy, as evidenced by the liberation movements
tated by the priests Miguel Hidalgo y Costi%}a and, José Maria Mopeslos.
Pavon in whose tradition Padre Antonio Jos& Martinez defended the

ts of the Nuevo Mexicanos against the attacks of Archbishop Lamy. .

- With the expulstion of Spain, which had intially established a

; rigid and later more liberal doctrine of faith and observance, -
nztive clergy created a very secular church which deglt with '
cally problems of the pesople and attempted to resolve them as

as working in behalf of the people in many ways, including par-
ating in the political process, aa dig Padre Antonic José Mar-
"in the government of the province of ¥ew Mexico under México,
the coming of the anglo and Bishop Lamy, things changed in New
zico as well as the rest of the conquered territory, because the
holic clergy which were brought into the territory were trained
the rigid Patholic religion of Europe and were fearful of the re-
isals which could occur from the prédominantly Protestant govern-
nt and people 6f the United States.
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The anglo Catholic church attempted to deMexicanize and "dehea-.
nize"the Mexicano peocple in. the newly conauered territories and
cate Emigopean values and the Capitalist United States values of
me of the industrisl revolution. They met with strong resistance;,
Mexicano people maintained their humanistic religion in their

d in their private chapels, especially the Penitentes in New
xico and SHuthern Colorado. The Penitmentes maintained the culture,
anguage and hegemony of the Mexican people in these areas and formed
nucleus of Mexicano political power and organization until they

broken as an independent organization and were made a secular or-
tion of the Chmnch and began to lose their impetus until the
= revival of the groups. Yet, they were the mainstays of Chicano
*lceno culture in Worthern New Mexico and Southern Colorado and have
to be recognized as such. '
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The Catholic Church's anglicization coincided with the Mexicaniza-
of parts of the Protestant clergy and churches, which begen hold-
ervices in Sparish as the Catholic church was ending them, and
gzve the Mexicano preachers a great deal of leeway as to thair
vement in the Mexicano community, and this produced some great
rignts activists such as Don Ernesto Fill and Don Oscar Hill of
artido de la Raza Unicda 2nd the rise of Reies Lépez Tijerina of
lianza Federal de Pueblos libres, but it also gave rise to the
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"holy roller' sects which criticize secular political Partichppation
and pzrticularly socially disturbing movemrnts which challenge the
capitalist precepts of "free enterprise! in favor of a socialist ew
onomy, which would Justly distribute the fruits of society,

[4
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The hierarchy of the Catholic church has in particular attempted.

. to stifle any 'sociopolitical consciousness in its clergy, but never-

LiP.e8s, a number ¢f Chicano seminariams have managed. to slip through
c2lr nets to become the commitec Chicano clergy of the Present day
urch, such as Biships Flores and Sinchez and = larger number of
tholic priests, but the road has been long and hard, because the
riinary has been geared toward englicization, and many have dropped
t before completing the seminary, and many of those who have com-
their seminary work have not been allowed to be received in
iesthood, so the number of Priests who sympathize and work with
icano Movement ané few, and those who work under the precepts
e
e
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ration Theology are even less, but their numbers are growing,
Yy are becoming more vocal and more active and developing ties .

“h the radical priests of América Latina as well as developing ties
with. the community angd Passing radical positions over the Objections
of the:morye conservative anglo bishepry, and along with the Chicano
Movement, it is becoming international as well as dealing with the
¢community needs of the parishioners, and just like the Chiceno Move-
ment, it is developing its own communications network outside of the
church hierarchy and Chennels, and it is converging on the Chicano/
Mexicano/Latino Americano Movement end the international movement for
human rights and a more Just world sociel, political and economic
order, '
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Nevertheless, there has deweloped a strong debate in the Chicano
Movement over the role and the relevance of the church, whether it be
the stilkéd hierarchical church or even the church of the Liberation
Theology movemmfit, and under the influence of Marxism in the Chicano
Movement and the atsack on Theology from the 01d and the New Left, the

whole question of religion is being brought into the fore and in many

cases i1s-alienating the Chicano ang Chicananglo left from the Chicano/
Mexdicano community, but among many of the youth, especially those un-
der the influence of Mazzist‘thought, If calls into guestion the need

for relgion or the church and tends more toward the concepts of straight

3
)
i
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3

rialksm, since religion, theology and the church seem to be in-

g erent or at least ineffective in the arena of social and economic
Justice. That is not to say that there is not a reaction toward rejec-
ion of the Chicano Movement and a tendency to enter into soleyxy the
igious aspect, because thisg too is visible.in the Chicano Movement,
well as an attempt to reconcile these +two positions by participating
the Chicano and the charismatic movements as well.
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The role of the church in the past has come in for very strong

Criticism from the Chicana feminists of both the anglo and Chicanista
tendencies for its suppression of the possibilities of women's de~-
velopnent by maintaining the aspects of the traditional household

anc traditicnal women's roles and for its opposition on such guestions
a8 divorce and abortion, and for sustaining male domination in many
0f the spheres of life as well azs not allowing women in the priesthood




: havn a large roWe in the Catholic church, though the tenhencv

2coming less in the case of the younger Chlcana/Mexlcana, As

h younger Chicanos, in some cases the Chicanas are entering the

LS“ath and revivalist rellgeous tendencies, while others are

oing religion altogether in the persuit of the Marxist material-

t ideal and the concept of total female equality with males and

classless sexismless society., Part of this challenge is based

e vhysical role of the church, while aspﬂch which are coming .

r attack are some of the theological fundamentals of ChrISulan
eon, such as the concept of Eve and the original sin, the con-

of woman being creidted as the companion of man and supposed to
7
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subjected to him, the role of the woman in the structure of the
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A further stimulus to the separation of Chicano/Mexicano acti-
vists from the church 1s the example of the countries consicered to
be revolutionary in thelr discouragement of church attendance and
belief in the supreme Diety, and for the same type of aspects pro-
moted by the Positivists of the 19th Century, that humanity can un-
derstand all things through science anc. that humenity can advance
Bhrough material progress. This is further reinforeed by readings
of Marxist literature and the lack of response of the church for such
a Ong period of time to the temporal needs of human beﬂngs ancd the.
massive hunger and starvation which we have come to recognlze through
the mass media and the swifter recognition of national and interna-
tional problems. The church's role in opposition to socialist move-
ments has also caused a rift with the youth who want concrete and
material solutions, and these are the crossroads at which the Chicano
Movement will be snortlv,_as we need to decide the question of the
"reglevance of the ﬂnurch : . : ' : Lo

and considerations

Some Theological

In. a sense the debhate on the theological qdestlon, whether it

‘be Christian or any other form, is, in effect, what is our purpose
upon the earth?, and are we transcendental belngs, be it through a
uoul, ha_ﬂa, or Whataver form of mon physical corporeal 11Le, or are
we just the animal products of evolution whose entire span of being
~is limitecd to .the corporeal existence we are travessing here on Qarthz
Marxism relies on the premise that we are products of evolution solely
gnd are subJect to scientific laws of development, and, when it deals
with tThe guestion of prior or anterior existence, it Qenles these as-
pects as being unproven and unscientific, therefor non-existent or ir-
elevant to the human material conaltloJ, and that reliance on a diety
detracts Trom the resolution of human problems by human belHSS and
leads to fatalism or acceptance of the human condition and detracts
from struggle to inmprove the human condition.

» we can affirm that the institutional church has
dealing with this aspect of reality, but as Gusta-
tly revealed in ILiberation Tksslogy, the Jewish,

im bibles all desl Elt these funcamental questions

. humen necessity end distribution, and both the 0ld and new testa-

Q
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ments deal with the question of meeting physical necessities as well
inistering to spiritual needs, and they place cdefinite reguire-

o flalld

ats for works along with spiritual development of oneself as an in-
clvicdual, but the majority of €hristianity has piayed on this latter
aspect, and i1t is on this aspect of individual responsibility that
meay of the capitalist premises, such as "free enterprise,'!freedonm

of choice," and "individual responsibility" as a counter to social
action on a scale massive enough to deal with the problems are based.
Many of the common or mutual assistance acts on a social scale are
ignored, as are the precepts of clothing the nagked, feeding the hungry
anc helping the poor are ignored, except as an afterthought, or charity,
once one's own personal needs are met, :

In Exodus 15-16, when Moses is leading the sons of Israel, Jehova)
brings forth the food from heaven and commands the people to take the
quantity they need dor their tents and their families accorcing to the-
number of people; this does not condone gluttony or excessive accumu—
iztion. The sons of Israel gathered, and some gatrered less and some

o

‘more than they needed, but verse 17 reveals that those who had gather-

e¢d more than they neeced did not have more, and"those who had gathered
less than they needed did not have less, but rather everyone had the
food he needed., Verse 18 tells us that each had only what he could
consume. Other guestions are also dealt with, such as the question
of immigration, in which Exodus 22-20 states that the stranger shall
not be mistreated or oppressed, because the Isrealis were strangers
in the land of Egypt, and if money is-given to the poor, it shall not

-‘be as a creditor or a userer to him. IExodus 22-23-10 states that food

shall be set aside for the poor.

Speaking in the Gospel of Saint Matthew, 25-3L4 Jesus notes that,
"Come, you who are blessed in the sight of my father, take posession
0f the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world,"
bscause, "I was hungry, and you fed me; I was thirsty, and gave me
drink; I was a wanderer, and you took me in; I was naked, and you
clothed me; I was ill, and you came to visit me; I was a prisoner,
and you came to see me.'  Christ continuves saying that the just will
ask when this was done, and the respouse is that, '"And the King shall
respond unto them: = Truly, 1. say unto you that when you did this for
the least of ny brothers, you have done it for me.!" At the same time,
those who have not done these things will be concemned, and the Jjust
843 ) : jacar Cclunga, Biblioteca de
s Cristianos, Madrid, Edicion de 1975, 25-34~-25-46, p. 1265,
ated by the writer), _

Gustavo Gutiérrez in Liberation Theology ¢ités these and many
Dassages in his treatise tnat Christianity does indéed have a

ral responsibility, and as such, when fully practice, can be

esponsible for the producticn 0f the same bsnefits as are general~

ted to the precepts of the conception of a socialist society.
and New Testament are filled with constant references to

n wihich should be paid to the temporal sphere and to the

f the people, This was also a concern o0f Jesus during his
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Mount, because God was aware of the fact of the physical
1 the spiritual necessities of the human being, but this does
N any way diminish the fact that the important aspéctsthe spiritual
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development of the human being, is the prime purpose of the human being
upon the earth, and this is what is being sought as the end result of
our time: in this life. - »

This adds another dimension to the Marxist concept that what is
I primary importance is the material well being of the human being,
T2e 0ld Testament makes constant reference to the development of intel-
ligence in the Proverbs I, in such titles as: Exhortation to Study
anid Knowledge, The Excellence of Knowleige (or wisdom), Invitation to
Enowledge, Knowlédge in the the Lreation, The Banguet of Knowledge
i

opment of the total human being and for his total welfare, but
oncentration is on the most important. aspect of our development,
ur physical well being is ausiliary to that; that is what allows
‘transcend our physical necessities. .

_ At this pecint, we have to consider the two arguments, the ons,
that we as human beings are eternal (or, in the case of sinners, &t
least long lived in the sense of the soul) or whether we are short

- lived, solely limited to the temporal plane, and as such, our primary

concern should be life on the temporal plane and the development of

the hisghest possible standsard of living and the development and expan-

sion of the frontisrs of science. Christianity and Christizn principle
go not preclude this, they enhance it and offer us an extension of the

possibilities for potential and development of the human species.

There are a number of arguments that we could make in favor of
existence of ourselves prior to and after this existence, and per-
the strongest is the Finsteinian conception that matter can nei~
be created or destroyed, only transformed. It is interesting to
‘that we as human beings are directed by electrical impulses emana-—-
sl from our brain, but they are controlled and move our brain and’ '
our body with purpose and direction, which is not true of energy in
1ts free state in nature; this requires intelligence and inteliigent
direction ani purpose. The Marxist would argue that we react to ocur
surroundings znd ciruumstances, in arguments similar tc the argumnents

© Szinner that one learns language through stimulus-response, which
nomsky disproved with his concevts of creativity, and it seems that

2e truth lies somewhere inbetween, because, some stimulus response is
o in language leanning, but there is a grealt dexl of creativity.
e and humen actions are the same, we do have some response to stimuli

v environment, but there are many creative actions which we ini-
e which are creative and perksps may have no terrestially utilita-
n function, but they are undertaken nevertheless. : ‘
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This is described in =z number of
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he afterlife; as.well. as being described as occurring
this 1s doné by Carlos Castafeda and other writers,
scribed in Matthew 17-2, "And he was transformed before
ce glowed like the sun and his clothing became white,

the light.'" The extraordinary prowess of certain persons who

ve practiced mental disciplines, such as the yogas indicate -that
here is a more. than merely humsn prowess within the Physical body,

nd 1t is difficult to describe it as enything more then being a
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It 1s &lso quite interesting that there are also many similari-

ties between the creation theories of the universe in the "Big bang

. thsary" and the "Stealdy state theory," which can be found in Proverbs
8-23 through 36, Marxist theery adds. much to our comprehension of
the functioning of the temporal world, but it does not deal with
The totality of the human being, as can be seen bg the lack of ins-

" piration in many . of the countriss where atheism is enforced as offi-
clal policy of the state and where there is no active religion..-

This is not to say that Organized religion as it is app]iedq;p.thql. Jithys
linited sense as the enjoinder of the capitalist systemsipvld b qochplelins
R) T - . - . T S D WS . I .

1 waat the Theology of Liberation is attempting to rectity by WA Ti-

zing the entirety of the biblical concepts to create a whole society
which concentrates on the development of the totality of the human
beging. ‘

Both the selslyuspiritualist aspects of Christianity which have
en used by the church ' hierarchy to avoid conflict with the temporal
and the temporal arguments of the Marxist theorists fall
10rt of considering the totality of human potential, both in the
mporal and post temporal planes, and this is a matter which nmush
considered by any serious skholar, and in the realm of human de-
velopment, there is no room .for myopia, we must not deny ourselves

2y avenues of potential,development, and there is far too much do-
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Ciumentation which is indicative of an afterliife and g purpose of
human develcvment which Operates bases upon certain general princi-~
Ples which can. be ascettained through carefully considered readings
0f the Christian bible, whichever version one chooses, and which can
be corroborated as having certain effects from a given action upon
the psychological makeup of the humen béing, as many psychologists
ian gomroborate when certain human acts result in psychological dise. -
unction, o -
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rof2ssor Donald J. Kreitzer in his unpubiighed manuscript,
"Thaddeus: An Account of the Hereafter' brings forth some interest— -
ing obsarvations which seem to clerify certain concerns about the
concept of the totality of human life, in which he indicates that
o

there is a pre-existence, from which we come into the next stage of
gevelopment, which is the temporal plane, where we are tested as

paredness for further development on the next planes Dr.
ates, "The atheistic enswer, which denies the existence
survival after d:sth, ignores certain phencmena that

plainsad away.," and he zlso rekes the Organized religion
cals, stating, "CHnmonly, the answere given thess ques-
th8E STABIISTRR 6EOUS 27881 57 5, RRfuRh Detter, ten-
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Psychic phenomena, as Kreitzer states, are at_the poipt whgre
cannot be ignored, and even .the Soviet Union is experimenting
psychic phenomena and have a number of very gaept persons in

ne realm of psychic production, anc experiments in the United Sta-
tes have also shown that there are occurences which cen be produced
by certain individusls which go far beyond the possibliity of chance
accurrence. . '
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Marzist ethics have stated that ethical assumptions must be
based on the measure of human good as defined by the state of the
working class and that there are no objective standarss against
which to measure human ethics, but yet there is the recognition
that certain acts, such as unrestrained sexual expression causes
social dislocation, as does unrestrained social behavior, which -
causes the Worker State socialist economy countries to reinvent
#gny oI the same moral precepts of behavior control which have been
established under CHristian doctrine. .. 4 : :

In socialist circles outside of the Worker States, there is
beginning to be a guestioning of the way the bureaucracies are
nanaging the economies and are suppressing the populations of the
countries for the benefit of the bureaucratic elite, and the same
argument can be used against the theologians who have stilted the
rotential of human development through biblical enterpretation which
coes not go against the state apparatus and attempts to focus sole-
ly on the spiritual aspects of the Christian tradition, and there
are similar movements in both campssto break the situation of stil-
ted bureaucracies of the Christian church snd the "soc¢ialisth state,
the Semizdat Movement and similar movements in the Soviet bloc
countries and the Liberation Theology in the Christian Church, and
in all likelihood, the answer lies in the middle ground. Working
on the development of a society which will promote the development
of the whole human being in the temporal planeswhile allowing for

human cdevelopment on the spiritual plane.

In my view of human development, there are a series of stages
human development through we pass up to the stafe where the elec—
tric current which motivates and directs our actions no longer need
t0- be encased in the container of the human body in order to be a -
viable entity ‘functioning %n the universe, and we would be overly
and unduly haughty to believe that we were the only belngs in exis—
tence in such a vast universe, and that there could not be or is
not a being whose cevelopment is such that it surpasses the state
and development of any entities living in that uriverse or that,
like a good father, attempts to guide our growth and development
without unduly interferirg in that development, and that there are
beings in intermediate stages of develcpment which at$empt to affect
our actions for good or evil, just as this occurs on the human plane.
LI we are to be truly scientific in our enzlysis and not just dead
end positivists or ezistentialists, we must keep an open mind as to
ali possibilities and potentials and use all of which is beneficial
to human development, and T am of the opinion that Christianity used
to its full potential and not being stilled in the menner which has
occurrec uncer the bureaucratic church can contribute *o the develop
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a society which can utilize the theist concepts of Chris.-
and many of the sccialist concepts of Marxzism and other so-
thouvght. - . D .

ght be counterargued that the proofs of theism cannot bs

ing miracles, which many reople hawe not come into con-
thus do not believe, yet this hknowlegge is no different
her knowledge, it is limited only by our vision and Jur

and the knowledge of our nature and existence ag hu-
nature of the universe, and we must not limit
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w The m\opic concepts of only what we can see, touch or
senner similar to the disbelief in the Soviet Union of

nce ef the computer, or we may just find ocurselves heft
S

in the spiritual sense or the temporal sense, and
: the worse for having closed off our options for the
evelopment of our being.

b
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'ne arguments for Fheism could be more extensively and more -
ghly argued, as I will probably do in an update in this dis-
1on bulletin, but I believe that the major point which I am
mpiing to meke is that we do not necessarily go counter to the
tianity of our peaple, but rather that we can expand the con-
c f thit Christianity to include the concepts of concienti-
Z n and the development of g socialist society based on the
‘. - Precepts of the shering society which caused Moses to equitably
distribute the lands 0f Israel, the manna to be distributed e-
qually and the precepts of help for onéds fellow man upon which
Christ notes that the final Judgement will take into very strong
consideration, Whether one believes in the final judgement or not,
Cx» the afterlife or not, one must admit thsat the Christian pre-
“cents provicde many excellent examples for temporal development,

1 confess a Theist and afterlife bias, but nevertheless,. I strongly
cf the opinion, as are the theologians of the Theology of Liber@@ion,
hat Christian precepts can be epplied to the developmert of a 50—
-ist society which will improve the lot for human beings as well
orking for our spiritual development and Prepare us for the next

ks Of our development beyond this temporal plane and will con-
tx te to our growth and not our stagnation, ' '

o

or this reason that T am: strongly O0pprosed to having the

. Raza Unida beconme a Merxist-Leninist vaiftical party,

of the opinion that we should work through 211 of the op-
media that we have avai able to us andg develop and study
cial precepts %o develop an ideology which will utilize
men e; man thoughts, and this is a volicy
shch as myself to work alongside ¥ith
work for the improvement of the social,
nt of our peovle ans our growth up
Work witn alil other Peorles as
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ivercal benéfit and cevelopment and to
4s of unity with the rest of tur blood
lcan Continent and st the same time allow
end the temporal plane to our real
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